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James B. Sinclair
Manager, Governmental Affairs & Public Information

September 11, 1998

Ms. Mary L. Cottrell, Secretary
Department of Telecommunications and Energy
100 Cambridge Street, 12th Floor
Boston, MA  02202

Subject: Comments Pertaining to DTE 98-84/EFSB 98-05

Dear Ms. Cottrell:

ISO New England appreciates the opportunity to comment on the subject Notices. 
As the newly formed Independent System Operator for the New England Power Pool
control area, we are a private, non-profit corporation regulated by the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  ISO New England has a services
agreement with the New England Power Pool.  Under this agreement, we are
responsible for managing the region’s bulk power electricity system as well as
administering the competitive wholesale electricity marketplace and open access
transmission tariff.

As described in the subject Notices, the Department and the Energy Facilities Siting
Board are proposing to eliminate Integrated Resource Planning and replace it with
an alternative approach that satisfies the intent of Section 691 of the Restructuring
Act.

ISO New England has various reports it develops on behalf of the New England
Power Pool.  A sampling of relevant reports is provided in Enclosure 1.  We believe
that these reports should be sufficient to allow the Department to report to the
General Court, pursuant to G.L. c. 164 §691 on “the reliability and diversity of
electric power”.

We also believe that further discussion on the scope and content of these reports
should assist the Department and Energy Siting Board on answering the questions
raised in the subject Notices.  As discussed with Mr. William Stevens of DTE staff,
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ISO New England staff will make themselves available for this purpose.  

Sincerely,

James B. Sinclair

JBS/ch

Enclosure


